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Georgia’s abundant water resources are being actively utilized for numerous hydropower plants. No one
argues that having one’s own energy sources is good for the country’s development, but alarms are still
being sounded – according to environmentalists, almost all of Georgia’s new HPPs are built or being built
without extensive prior research. Besides, there is little to no support for involving the society into
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discussions on the new projects, event though holding public debates and considering the local population’s
opinion represents one of the EU directives.

According to environmentalists, almost all of Georgia’s new HPPs are built or being built
without extensive prior research. Besides, there is little to no support for involving the
society into discussions on the new projects.
The Association Agreement Georgia signed with the EU in 2014 has obliged Georgia to tweak its
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) legislation. The tweaks should envision procedures necessary for
involvement of the society in the process, such as screening and scoping.
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“Screening and scoping stages of construction determine whether the project necessitates an EIA report. It
is precisely at these stages that it is decided whether the project is worth proceeding with or not. In
Georgia, however, the EIA is just a formality; this is confirmed by the way public discussions are going,”
says Dato Chipashvili, representative of Green Alternative organization.
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Therefore, as European Union’s DirectorateGeneral for the Environment tells us through its press service,
it is necessary for power over conduction of EIA to become accessible to the society: “Regardless of the
case, a dialogue between the government’s authorized representatives and all interested parties is
important at the project’s initial stage for it to proceed.”
Georgia’s Environment Protection Ministry is already working on this issue. The bill it is going to propose will
be discussed by the Parliament before the end of this year.

Like Page

8.5k likes

ARTICLES

“The main thing about the new bill envisioning EIA is that
involvement of the society will be taken to a whole new level. Every single citizen who is able and interested
in this or that project will be held informed at its earliest stage and his opinions on it will be taken into
consideration,” says Maia Bitadze, vice Environment Minister.
But before the codex reflecting the EU directives takes effect, Georgia’s Energy Ministry is very actively
signing memorandums of understanding with companies in charge of various hydropower projects. A few
weeks ago, one of these was signed with Feri, a company in charge of building, owning and operating the
Oni Cascade HPP. Denizens of the Racha region, however, are fiercely opposed to the project proceeding
without their involvement.
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“They are actively trying to circumvent the people with this project. They care nothing about the people’s
opinions, the nature or anything else – the only thing that interests them is profit. We want them to come
here, talk to them, hear them explain themselves and maybe reach some sort of mutual understanding.
The fact that this is not happening is what pains us most,” says Giorgi Khomasuridze, a resident of Oni.
Director of Feri company Lasha Iordanishvili promises to take the people’s opinion into account, however:
“The local population will
be informed about the
project and our plans from
top to bottom. Their
observations
will
be
considered.
We
are
planning
to
start
construction after receiving
the permit, which should
not
come
later
than
summer of 2016.”
Lack of public involvement
is the hot topic of other
hydropower projects in
Georgia as well, such as the Nenskra HPP planned to be built in Svaneti region. All legal and technical
details pertaining to the project have already been sorted out and mobilization for the construction effort will
begin in a few days.
“The investors try to make sure as few people as possible hear about the projects’ public discussions. In
the Nenskra HPP case, for example, only two people have accidentally discovered that the project’s EIA
report was discussed on June 1 and 2,” says Dato Chipashvili.
Nato Subari, a local denizen, did not attend these public discussions, but she is convinced that erecting a
hydropower plant at Nenskra River would lead to serious problems:
“Every spring, a landslide occurs at the slope at the river’s source, causing a flood. If the river gets
dammed, that flood might not only destroy the dam itself but also completely wreck whatever is nearby.
This hydropower plant threatens our village with utter decimation.”
However, the Energy Ministry counters the dissenting voices by saying that boosting the country’s energy
production is their top priority.
“It is very important for Georgia to have all these HPPs – namely, Khudoni, Nenskra, Oni and Namakhvani
– in order to have better yearly regulation and generate more electricity during the winter period that is
usually associated with energy deficit. Priorities vary, though, and everyone’s interests should be
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considered – as long as their complaints are accompanied by solid argumentation,” says Liza Tavdumadze,
head of the ministry’s investment projects department.

Food and drinks at
the territory of
“Kazantip Republic”
became cheaper.
Some bars and food
providers reduced
their prices by 20%
to 50%. For example,
khinkali that cost 2
GEL

At the moment, there are 86 hydropower plants active in Georgia, with the potential of constructing 91
more. The amount of HPP projects implemented before the new EIA legislation takes effect depends on the
whims of energy and environment ministries.
Nenskra Hydropower Plant construction launched

2 Lari per khinkali 
Inflated prices at
"Kazantip"

Partnerhsip Fund is constructing a 280 megawatt Nenskra Hydropower Plant together with Korean
company KWater in Svaneti region on the tributary of Enguri River. The HPP is expected to produce 1.2
billion kilowatts of electricity per year. The plant will start operating in 2019 and the project is planned to be
fully completed by 2021. Nenskra HPP is estimated to have a total cost of about $1 billion USD. Its
construction will be financed by European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Asian Development
Bank and ExportImport Bank of Korea. The construction of the HPP is being carried out by an Italian
company Salini Impregilo.

On the 20th of
August, at 9 in the
evening, “Kazantip”
festival was declared
officially open, with
both multitudes of
foreign guests and
local denizens attending.
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An internet cable coiled into a Gordian knot
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Georgia signs
landmark trade deal
with EU – Al
Jazeera

The underwater war: Who will get hold of Georgia’s 1200-km-long internet cable?
Read more

Georgia has signed
a so called
Association
Agreement with the
European Union in
Brussels.

“Georgian Lari is very exposed to the events occurring in Russia and Ukraine”
03 September, 2015

A s the world economies are still recovering from China stock exchange drop scare and
here in Georgia
Read more

‘Panorama Tbilisi’ –
How Ivanishvili’s
ambitious project
looks like

Five Georgian resorts the development of which will bring the country great profit
30 August, 2015

There are 103 official resorts registered in Georgia, most of which are of global
importance and possess unique features.
Read more

The (Non)living Wage
27 August, 2015

Recent calculations by Statistics Service have established that life is now cheaper and it’s
possible to live on just 137 GEL per month

Gardabani’s
greenhouse
economy is on its
first stage of
replacing 30% of
imported tomatoes
with locally produced ones.
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Russian Capital in Georgian Energy sector
27 August, 2015
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Several months ago, an announced increase of electricity tariffs caused mass
protests in Armenia.
Read more

“What Russia is doing is unacceptable”
27 August, 2015

Despite expectations of the contrary, Georgia did not end up among the countries that
Russia imposed its “counter-sanctions” on
Read more

Procredit Bank offers its clients “Space 24/7” – A modern, uptodate selfservice area
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